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Abstract 
Today, computers and the Internet, has become an important element in the life of the individual of all ages. Especially the 
young generation carries out a lot of work with the help of a computer. Computer and Internet has become an indispensable 
passion for them. Young generation use the computer and the internet more successful and faster than previous generations. One 
of the main reason, they have born in a huge world that information technology center equipped with. Although they 
use extensively, young people must be aware and to orientate about the use of computers and Internet. 
Effective, relevant and accurate computer and internet use, but it may happen by this way. Various studies are available for this 
purpose in literacy. In this study, it has performed a research on computer and Internet use behaviors of Tekirdag Technical and 
Vocational High School, IT and Electric-Electronic Technology Field 10th grade students. It has tried to determine computer and 
Internet connection, which the students put in their lifes and what are the factors that affect it. For this purpose a survey consists 
of questions used to determine, students' demographic information, the aims and habits of computer and internet use. According 
to the responses, the role of computer and the Internet, in the life of the vocational school students,  were examined and compared 
in terms of different variables. 
© 2011 Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
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1. Introduction 
The information which is a part of ever-changing and ever-growing technologies had been indispensable for the 
all ages people, especially in the life of the youths. Even the names of the computer departments at the schools are 
changed as “Information Technologies” by the directive of Ministry of National Education, and the computer 
laboratories are named as “Information Laboratories”. The information and its usage which have an important place 
in the life of the youths neither in the schools nor out of the schools are subjects of many questions and also studies. 
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The positive and negative sides, advantages and non-advantages sides of the usage of the information 
technologies had been subject for the discussions and investigations for a while. The behavior oriented to the usage 
of the internet, appearances, attendances, social and academic life of the individuals who have different specialties, 
DUHLQYHVWLJDWHG)RUH[DPSOH LW LVGHWHUPLQHGRQWKHLVVXHGVWXG\RI$OWX÷HWDOWKDW WKHVXFFHVVHVRI WKH
high school students are reduced as the rate and frequency of the usage of the computer are increased. It is indicated 
by these and similar results that such investigations are important and remarkable. The aspects of the youth against 
these concepts and the time that they spent in their life are the parameters to form the world in the future.  
Whereas there were not computers at the houses of many students according to the investigations which are made 
in the past, it is observed that almost all have computers and connect to the internet from their houses according to 
WKHLQYHVWLJDWLRQVZKLFKDUHPDGHLQIHZ\HDUV$VDUHVXOWRIWKHLQYHVWLJDWLRQZKLFKLVPDGHE\%|ULWLV
GHFLGHGWKDW³WKHVWXGHQWVWHQGWRXVHFRPSXWHUDQGLQWHUQHWEXWLWLVXQGHUVWRRGWKDWWKH\PRVWO\SUHIHUWRFKDWDQG
FRPPXQLFDWH´ 
The psycho-social status of the students are researched in accordance with all the investigations, the role and 
importance of the information technologies in the life are investigated. Therefore, the matters relating what can be 
made for education, the approaches which can be developed, integration of the computer and the internet with the 
education, are emphasized. 
2. Aim 
The aim of this study is to search the usage of the computer and the internet habits of the students in the 
secondary education, to examine the results which are obtained, to take necessary precautions. In accordance with 
this purpose, the answers of the questions which are written below are searched: 
What is the rate of students’ accessing to the computer and internet? 
How did the students learn to use the computer and the internet? 
How long have the students been using computer and internet? 
How many hours do the students use computer and internet averagely in a day? 
Do the students know and use social networking sites? 
What is the aim of the students to use internet? 
What does µFRPSXWHU and internet’ mean for the students? 
3. Method 
The questionnaires are used as a measurement tool during the investigation. The questions of the questionnaire 
are prepared by means of multiple choices and of ticking more than one choice according to the aim of the 
investigation. Whereas some of the questions of the questionnaire are filled by the students by giving enough time to 
answerVRPHRIWKHPDUHILOOHGE\WKHVWXGHQWVDV³RQOLQH´E\*RRJOH4XHVWLRQQDLre application. 
3.1 Samples 
The samples of the investigation are constituted by 203 students in the second class in the department of Electric-
(OHFWURQLF 7HFKQRORJLHV DQG ,QIRUPDWLRQ 7HFKQRORJLHV LQ 7HNLUGD÷ 7HFKQLFDO DQG ,QGXVWULDO 9RFDWLRQDO +LJK
School during the academic year of 2010-2011.  
3.2 Data Collection Tools 
Computer and Internet Usage Habituation Questionnaire which is developed by the researchers which have 21 
articles, is used to obtain computer and internet usage habituation information of the students. 
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4. Discoveries 
7KHGDWDREWDLQHGDVDUHVXOWRIWKHTXHVWLRQQDLUHVZKLFKDUHDSSOLHGWRVWXGHQWVLQ7HNLUGD÷7HFKQLFDODQG
Industrial Vocational High School, are presented as tables below. According to this, the distribution information of 
the students who participated to the study, due to the type of the school, area and gender variables is given in Table 
1. 
Table 1. Distribution of the Student According to Type of the School, Area and Gender 
 
Gender 
Female Male 
n % n % 
Industrial Vocational High School Information Technology 11 0,786 27 0,143 Electric-Electronic Technology 0 0 75 0,397 
Technical High School Electric-Electronic Technology 0 0 30 0,159 
Anatolian Technical High School Information Technology 3 0,214 28 0,148 Electric-Electronic Technology 0 0 29 0,153 
Total 14 100 189 100 
The answers of the questions as “Is there a computer in your house?”, “Do you have your own computer? and “Is 
there an internet connection in your house?” which given by the students, are presented in Table 2. According to 
this, it is determined that 85 % of the students have computer in their houses, 73 % of them have own computers. 74 
% of the students determined that they have internet connection in their houses.   
Table 2. Rates of Owned Computer and Internet Connection by the Students 
 Computer Internet f f 
Yes %85 %74 
No %15 %26 
There is one owned by me  %73 - 
The noticeable results are obtained relating the methods of learning to use computer and internet by the students. 
The majority of the students as 86 % of them declared that they learned how to use computer by themselves, 89 % 
of them declared that they learned how to use internet by themselves. The answers of the students relating this 
matter, are given in Table 3. 
Table 3. Methods of the Students to Learn How to Use Computer and Internet 
 
How did you learn the usages of 
the computer? 
How did you learn the usages 
of the internet? 
f f 
I learned by myself %86 %89 
I ha a course %4 %3 
From the books and magazines %2 %2 
From the friends %17 %15 
My mother/father taught  %3 %3 
I learned from my teachers in the school  %13 %9 
Others %7 - 
After it is asked to the students that for how many years they have been using computer and for how many years 
they are using internet, 67 % of the students declared that they have been using computer for 5 years and over, 48 % 
of them declared that they have been  using internet for 5 years and over (Table 4). 
Table 4. Rates of Periods (year) of Using Computer and Internet by the Students 
 Computer Internet 
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f f 
never use %4 %4 
Less than 1 year %4 %9 
1-2 years %7 %15 
3-4 years %18 %26 
5-6 years %35 %27 
7 years and over %32 %19 
The answers of the students for the questions as how many hours do you use computer and how many hours do 
you use internet which are directly related to the success, are set light to the studies which will be made to increase 
success (Table 5). 
Table 5 Rates of Periods (hours) of Using Computer and Internet by The Students Daily 
 Computer Internet 
f f 
I never user %3 %10 
Less than 1 hour %9 %11 
1-2 hours %34 %35 
3-4 hours %33 %25 
5 hours and over %20 %19 
According to the data which are obtained from the questions of the questionnaire, it is observed that almost all 
students are aware of social networking sites and that 96 % of them are members of the social networking sites. It is 
seen that 99 % of them use Facebook. The data relating the answers are presented in Table 6 and Table 7. 
Table 6. Rates Whether the Students are the Members of Social Networking sites or not 
 Yes No 
n % n % 
Are you member of a Social Networking Site?  194 96 9 4 
 
Table 7. Rates of Social Networking Site which the Students are Members 
 Facebook Twitter Myspace Others 
n % n % n % n % 
What is the name of the Social Networking Site that you 
are member? 
191 99 30 16 15 8 11 6 
The purpose of using internet is asked to the students, 85 % of the students answered as “to make researches for 
my homework /to prepare my homework”, 76 % of them answered as “to play games and for fun”. The answers of 
this question can be seen in Table 8. 
Table 8. Rates of the Purpose of Using Internet of the Students 
 f 
Researching for my homework / homework preparation  %85 
Game and fun %76 
Program / Loading files %71 
Acquaintance / Chat %69 
E-school Procedures %69 
E-mail reading/sending %65 
Watching Films / serials %65 
Reading news %57 
Learning the usages of new programs  %56 
Others %1 
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56 % of the students answered to the question of ”What is the meaning of computer and internet for you?” as 
“computer is an indispensable part of my life”, 73 % of them said that “internet is an information source”. The 
answers of the questions are presented in Table 9 and Table 10. 
Table 9. What is the Meaning of Computer for the Students? 
 f 
It is an indispensable part of my life. %56 
It is a tool which I have to learn and use as it is the necessity of my department. %33 
It is one of an typical tool which is used in training. %18 
It does not have any meaning for me. %11 
Others %5 
Table 10. What is the Meaning of Internet for the Students? 
 f 
It is source of information %73 
It is a good choice for fun. %63 
It is a communication media which presents very good possibilities (written, verbal, video). %46 
It is an indispensable part of my life. %44 
It is an ideal media to meet with the new friends. %42 
It is a training tool which gives very good possibilities (written, verbal, video). %39 
It is an unnecessary place which has with silly information and people. %4 
It does not have any meaning for me. %2 
Except the questions above, a question as “How many e-mail addresses do you have?” with the purpose of 
general information, is asked, 97 people answered as one, 15 people answered as 6 and 16 people answered as I do 
not have any. Furthermore, 53 % of the people is answered as yes for the question of “Do your family 
permit you to use computer and internet as long as you desire. 
5. Results And Proposals  
After the results of the study are investigated, it is seen that the majority of the students have information and 
experience relating the usage of the computer and internet. It is seen that these results are similar with the results of 
WKHVWXG\ZKLFKZDVH[HFXWHGE\$OWX÷HWDOLQ-DQXDU\+RZHYHULWLVGHWHUPLQHGWKDWWKHUDWHVDUHOHVVRQWKH
VWXG\ZKLFKLVPDGHEHWZHHQWKHXQLYHUVLW\VWXGHQWE\%|ULQ$FFRUGLQJWRWKLVLWFan be said that the usage 
RILQIRUPDWLRQWHFKQRORJLHVLVLQFUHDVHGUDSLGO\GXULQJSDVW\HDUV$FFRUGLQJWRWKHVWXG\RI.|VHHWDOWKDWZDV
made in a vocational high school in 2007, it is determined that the students who have computers, have more positive 
attitudes oriented to the usage of computer and internet against the students who do not have computers. According 
to the result of the same study, it is expected that the majority of this student group will have positive behaviors 
relating the usage of the computer and the internet.  
As the majority of the students determined that they learned the usage of the computer and the internet by 
themselves, it is needed to study by querying our education system that why the students who are training in the 
second class of high school, did not have  a serious training relating this matter. On the other hand, it is decided that 
the students can learn how to use the computer and internet in a basic level without the necessity of such training.  
It is observed that the new generation met with the computer at the age of 10 as the better part of the students 
declared that they use computer over 5 years. When this reality is taken into consideration, it is observed that it is a 
requirement to train the students in the earlier ages to use the computers consciously. The same interpretation is 
valid for the usage of internet, maybe it has more importance. It is emerged that the studies have to be made as the 
usages information technologies have positive factors over the education of the students. 
It is remarkable that the rate of the students who answered as that they use computer daily for 3-4 hours and over, 
is 53 %. Similarly, it is remarkable that the rate of the students who answered as that they use internet daily for 3-4 
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hours and over, is 44 %. It is confronted as a subject that the time which is spent for the usage of computer and 
internet by the student who go to the school, has to be decided. According to the study which is made on the age 
group between 8-18, the children and the youths spend 8 hours averagely in a day to use computer.  It is indicated 
with another result that this time is 5-6 hours for the same age group (Akt. Atay, 2010). It is determined on another 
study that the usage of the internet caused difficulties on the relations between the youth. According to another 
study, it is determined that the children and the youth who spend much time on the internet, are become alone 
gradually and had difficulties to contact face to face (Akt. Kelleci et al, 2009). It is observed by these rates that the 
developments of the youth are under threats in physical and social terms. Furthermore, after the answers of 53 % are 
got as yes against the question of “Do your family permit you to use the internet and the computer as long as you 
desire, it is emerged that the families of the students must be informed relating the usages of the computer and the 
internet.  
The first aim of the students relating to use internet is to search the homework and to prepare homework, the 
second aim is to play gamHVDQGIXQ7KHUHVXOWVRIWKHLQYHVWLJDWLRQVZKLFKDUHPDGHE\<HúLO\XUWDQG*O
between the students of General High School (GHS) and Anatolian Teacher High School (ATHS), are coincided. 
According to this, 88,9 % of the students of ATHS and 75,3 % of the students of GHS use internet to search 
homework and to prepare homework, 51,1 % of the students of ATHS and 54,3 % of the students of GHS use 
internet to pay games. 
The usage of social networking sites by the students with a high rate as 96 % can be a light to design web based 
training materials. As the majority of the students use internet to search homework and to prepare homework, this is 
a subject which must be investigated. The opinions of the most of the students who consider computer as an 
indispensable part of their life, remark the importance of the training technologies and training supported by 
computer. The high rate of the people who see the internet as an information source, presents the information 
clearness and information security n the internet. 
As a result, it is important to make studies relating to use the computer and the internet consciously by the youth 
as these are indispensable parts for their life. As well as the integration of these technologies to training, the training 
of the families for the usage of the computer and the internet is another subject which must be decided. 
The comparison of the habitudes of the computer and the internet usage from the point of the private and general 
high school students can be made at the following studies. Furthermore, the effects of the demographical or 
psychological variables on these habitudes can be searched. It can be possible to set light to solve many problems of 
the youth which they have, by discussing these concepts in social and pedagogic terms. 
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